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created Man in his own image played a 

decisive role in this innovalion. Some 

Christian theologians compare lhe 

concept 01 dignity to the concept of the 

incamation 01 God and to the concept 01 

the subsequent divinizalion of Man. Tlle 

incamation 01 God is a lorm 01 inverting 

lhe original relationsllip between God and 

Man; Now God is the image 01 Man (lhe 

Word made flesh). 
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The medieval relormulalions of the nolion 

01 dignity by Alberto Magno, Buenavenlura 

and Thomas 01 Aquine mix ChrisUan 

religious conlenls with the philosophical 

terminology typical 01 the reemerging 

Aristotelism of the Umes. 

Dignily is relaled to the nolion 01 

person, stress is placed on lhe 

rationality and Ireedom 01 will, and nolions 

such as malter and form, existence and 

essence, are used to explain lhe 

individuation 01 each being. 

Architecl 01 one's own life 

Humanists undersoored Man's central role 

in lhe Cosmos and his peculiar abilities to 

ae! wilh Irsedom and responsib ii ty in the 

wortd. Petrarch, Faeio, Manetti and Reino, 

Pico de la Mirandola, VIVes and Erasl11us, 

all wrole in lavor 01 Man's dignity. In 

relation to tradilional theological 

arguments, yet incorporaling secular 

reasons and innovative reinterpretaUons of 

places and characters 01 lhe Greek and 

biblical tradition, lhey emphasized Man's 

freedom and ability to become the 

archilect 01 his own lile. 

But Ihe humanisl thrust lailed lo win lhe 

support 01 either the Reform, or the 

Roman Church, which soon became 

suspieious 01 the human being's 

allegedly excessive seff-affirmalion, or 

even the expected support 01 natural law 

(except lrom Pufendorf). 

Value 01 dignity by virtue 01 moral 

autonomy 

The French Enlightenment still 

distrusted the leudal hierarchical 

connotations 01 the term "dignity". As a 

matter 01 fact , in the Declaration 0126 

August 1789, the term "dignily" was 

replaced by the more egalitarian lerm of 

"employmenl", wi lh lhe inlention of 

underscoring the end 01 the 

political-social meaning that the lalter had 

had in class societies. 

The most powerful delense of tlle nolion 

01 dignity stems Irom lhe German 

Enlightenment, at least since the 

mid-18lh cenlury, which portrayed it as 

something intemal, moral and absolute. In 

this respect, Kant's contribulion , especially 

in his works Groundwork for Ihe 

Metaphysics of Morals (1785) and 

Metaphysics of Morals (1797), has been 

decisive. 

In Kant, lhe nolion 01 dignily serves lo 

characlerize the inlernal value 01 the 

human being , by virtue of his moral 

rationality, his un iversal sell-Iegislating 

capacity, in short, his moral aulonomy. 

This is a unique value, and one thal Kant 

relers lO as "value 01 dignity". 

Anything else can be exchanged lor 

something, everything else has some sort 

01 price, whether it be commercial or 

emotional. Only dignily breaks wilh 

previous tradilions and bursts on lhe 

scene as an "uncondilloned" value, which 

reason can use lo indicate a limit to any 

commereia! and emoUonal exchange, to 

any price, because it eslablishes a new 

order, It bnngs us another perspectlve on 

life Such is !he case that, accordlng to 

Antonio Machado's poetlcal thought, only 

lhe fool [he who does not knowl (the 

ignorant)] "oonfuses value and price". 

This · value of dignity" is the loundation 01 

an ethical humanism that is 

eleulherous, beca use its fu ndamenlal 

conlenl is Irsedom, whose motto oould 

be as lollows: "make Ireedom a virtue" 

(and thus worthy 01 belng happy) and 

which firmly inlends lo assert dignily. A 

concept lhal in the conlext of Kantlan 

praclical philosophy is, in my opinion, 

an anthroponomic calegory, Ihat 

expresses an ideal 01 humanity -as 

neglecled as it may be-, the value of 

humanily and 01 moralily, the practical 

uncondil ioned efement of human reason. 

An experiential and anthroponomic 

elhica l concept 

Some scientificist, posilivist and 

conduclist trends 01 contemporary Ihought 

(govemed by a natural isl model) have 

sought lo go "beyond" the nolion 01 

dignity, just like Nietzsche did, although in 

lhis case lor different reasons that tended 

towards anotller way 01 understanding 

dignity, and no longer in Ihe egalitarian or 

immediately universalizable sense. 

However, many of us lhink lhal lhe 

humanist and erudite sen se of the 

concept 01 human dignily, which 

conlains elements of biblical lradilion , 

should be revilalized, beca use 

traditions are a source 01 inspiralion and 

life, Irom whence one should 

relhink, select and reinvent whatever is 

mosl valuable for living lile to lhe lult. 

What thal lantastic animal, lhe human 

being, needs is an uncondilioned 

elemenl in the development 01 his 

practical reason. The transcendental 

structure 01 reason needs it and one 

na me lor such uncondiUoned element 

has been dignity. A notion leamt in lhe 

experience 01 historie life, forged 

throughout several traditions, not invented 

out 01 thin airo And lhen reinlorced by 

transcendental reneclion, when a practical 

unconditioned element has been needed 

to support lhe rational line of argumenl. 

The notion 01 dignity is still expliei tly or 

implieilly connected to this unconditioned 

elemen t in many statements and when 

ethical and legal aspects are belng 

debated in any of the fields where serious 

conOlcts have lo be settled; for example, 

lalely lhis has been contlnuously the case 

in biomedical lssues. 

The crucial point is always the 

protection of human dlgnity. Because 

people beileve that It embodies the 

principie 01 fundamen tal human rights or 

the legal value Ihat is fundamental for 

many debates and arguments, including 

constilu tional ones. Yet many still 

betieve that it is an empty formu la, 

beca use affirming dignity enlails 

supporting an uncondi tloned instance, 

but It still has lO be connected to speci fic 

con tents and backed up properly, and 

neither task is easy. What contents can 

guarantee Ihe protection of human 

dignity? Whal actions attack it ? What is 

lhe human being wOrtlly of and why? 

As for the contents, the most re levant 

proposals of contemporary moral and 

polilica l philosophy strive to define them 

by resorting to human rights, "primary 

goods" (Rawfs), "equality 01 resources" 

(Dworkin), "basic capabilities" (Sen), 

which aim to empower everybody and 

make their freedom and self-rea lization 

rea lly possible. 

And , as lor the loundalion , going 

beyond ils acceplance as a mere 

"belief ' or as an allegedly 

sell-constituling factual affirmation 

(albeit driven by a pragmatic 

funclionali ly) , many conlinue using the 

concept of human dignity wilh 

melaphysical overtones, even though 

nowadays, in what is officially declared 

to be the poslmetaphysical era, iI is 

oflen portrayed in a cryptometaphysical 

ligh!. 

In my opinion, nowadays a 

philosophical approach must think 

-also lhe concepl of dignity- in lerms 

01 "critical hermeneutics" that looks 

at both sides: 1) the experiential 

aspecl (or even the "thymotic" 

component) of tlle concept , in which 

the historical and cultu ral horizons 

lhat nourish it merge (merger 01 

religious, humanist, erudite, 

emaneipaling and seientific 

contents), and 2) the Iranscendenlal 

aspecl which , through thought, 

has managed to discover the 

unconditioned moment of 

reason and classify it as an 

anthroponomic category, 

by virtue 01 its eleutherous conten!. 
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Tangerine dream: Stiglitz Globalization 

and its discontent 

The focus of this review is to try to 

explain the failure of liberalization and the 

growing anti-globalisation sentiment. 

According to economic handbooks, 

liberalization should have increased 

well-being on a global scale, but it has in 

fact, encouraged the growth of poverty in 

so me emerging countries which have 

ente red into a crisis, and increased the 

threat of a world economic recession. 

Other factors considered are the 

ideologies which are behind these 

policies: The International Monetary 

Fund and the United States Treasury 

Department are both under scrutiny of 

the author. Perhaps though, the most 

relevant for Stiglitz is to lea m the lesson 

that lime and space are variables which 

decisively affect social transformations; 

aspects too often forgotten by 

theorists. The institutions and their 

transformation are very relevant variables 

for him. These crucial elements are 

difficult to capture in those elegant 

theoretical models which tend to fail 

when their ideological version is 

translated to shock lherapy in favour of 

the "market economy and liberalization". 

Globalisation has been a much written 

about topic recently, but it is difficult to 

find papers which deal with it from an 

economic analysis point of view. 

Neither is it easy to find clear, well argued 

criticisms on the Washington Consensus 

between the IMF and tlle U.S. Treasury 

Department. The rapid liberalization of 

the capital markets promoted by both in 

the late eighties was the most important 

individual factor leading to the economic 

crisis. The fall of the Southeast Asian 

economies in a succession of financial 

El malestar en 

bankruptcies and depreciations in 

exchange rates was not the result of 

mere chance but rather that of mistaken 

macroeconomic policies pushed through 

by the IMF in so me cases, and imposed 

in others on the national governments of 

those countries. 

Under the ideology of the Washington 

Consensus, IMF economists, with the 

support of its principal shareholder, the 

Treasury Department, prescribed the 

same medicine to all those troubled 

governments: raise interest rates (in 

order to avoid the devaluation of 

currency) and the rapid market 

liberalization. The result was massive 

bankruptcy of local businesses and an 

increase in poverty levels in less 

fortunate layers of society, while allowing 

the local oligarchies to amass weal th . 

Wall Street supported the ideology of 

globalisation because in the nineties, it 

had allowed an in crease in the now of 

capital from developed countries to 

emerging economies. During the first 

few years of the decade, this now of 

capital multiplied seven-fold. 

International bankers and politicians 

thought it was the dawn of a new era. 

However, since the Southeast Asian 

countries did not really need this flow of 

capital in order to grow, what this 

massive injection of liquidity provoked 

instead was an enormous speculative 

bubble. When the bubble burst, panic 

ensued and the liberty of movement of 

capital only caused the bubble to 

collapse more quickly and crea te 

greater costs in the standard of living in 

those countries. 

If the accusation had not been launched 

by a former member of the Clinton 

Admlnlstratlon's Council of 

Economic Advisors and an 

economist who received the 

Nobel Pnze for his 1'I0rk on 

asymmetric market information, 

the situahon could have seemed 

hke a painting done by some 

antl-globalisation dlssident. In 

reality, It \Vas an academic 

economist who works for the 

World Bank. What Stiglitz's 

book tries to explain however, 

is why, when economic 

theories widely accepted by 

academics are put into practice 

without taking into 

consideration the reality of the 

si tuation they wili be applied to, 

which can lead to resounding 

failures. One mistake, which 

happens all too frequently with 

economic theories, is thinking that if 

something is true according to a robust 

model, it can be readily applied to any 

economic reality. Stiglitz even ridicules 

IMF1 economists and their fondness for 

prescribing , indiscriminately to all 

countries . the same plan for getting out 

of a crisis. It is an often forgotten fact 

that models constitute a simplification 

of reality that assume institutions are 

based on a western style democracy. 

which is frequently not the case in 

developing countries. 

Stiglitz maintains that precisely those 

countries , like China or Poland, which 

resisted IMF advice and put the 

interests of their own people first, with 

the idea that their policies would bring 

in foreign investors, were those who 

were able to reach the highest rates of 

groWtll , did not suffer devastating crises 

and were able to carry out reforms at 

their own pace. China drastically 

reduced its poverty level and Poland 

has shown better results than other 

Eastern European countries. It will not 

be long before il becomes part of the 

European Union. On the contrary, 

Russia has experienced a spectacular 

drop in its standard of living during the 

Yeltsin era. 

The lesson that the U.S. wanted to 

teach Russia was one of market 

economy. In practice however, 

according to Stiglitz, the lesson they 

studied was called An Introduction to 

Crony-Capitalism. The professor was 

the current Treasury Secretary, O' Neill, 

who backed an aluminium cartel from 

Alcoa , the top producer of this material 

in the world . 

Russian leaders enthusiasticaliy 

accepted the divvying up of quotas to 

raise the price of aluminium in the world 

market. This divvying up of quotas 

provoked a bloodbath among the 

Russlan Mafia who fought for their share. 

Flnally lhe les son that the Russians 

learned is that the U.S.A defends free 

trade as long as it doesn't affect their 

interests. If a country finds a product that 

competes with national production, there 

is anti-dumping2 legislation that a 

protectionist-inclined Congress easily 

approves. 

Even though in economic terms there is 

no dumping, that is, products are not 

being exported at a pnce that is lower 

than the production price - legislation in 

the United Sta tes permits the approval of 

mea sures which are theoretically 

anti-dumping in order to protect national 

industry with laws ironically termed "fair 

trade". To do this, the Administration 

depends on the BIA - Best In(om¡ation 

Availabla - about production costs that 

the United States just happens to 

provide. In this way tha Department of 

Trade beco mes prosecutor and judge in 

one. 

Tha most recent case of proteclion 

measures in steel production has allowed 

the precision of these accusations to be 

verified when faced with the complaint 

from the European Union at tha World 

Trade Organisation (WTO). the United 

Sta tes ended up being condemned. Not 

only in steel, but also in aluminium, in 

spite of the legal loopholes to evade 

anti-monopoly, the Anti-trust tribunal 

ended up holding an enquiry. It is clear 

that the United States achiaved its great 

era of expansion, the Clinton era, withou t 

giving up its practical saying "trade is 

good but imports are bad". 

II is hard to say whether it was to purge 

these sins against the competition or to 

get around Stiglitz's criticism of how little 

the Treasury Department and IMF cared 

about the rising poverty level that they 

had contributed to in countries such as 

Thailand or South Korea and Russia, lhat 

in 2002, its current Secretary O'Neill 

(Treasury Secretary), accompanied by 

lhe singer Bono, went on a tour of lhe 

poorest developing countries in Africa. 

On Wall Street Ihay would have preferred 

lhat he busy himself by trying to save 

lhe dizzying stock market falls lhat are 

provoking lhe pricking of lhe specuJative 

bubbJe of lhe new economy. 
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The Uniled Slales was giving lessons lo 

everyone about "crony capitalism and its 

risks" but Ihe use of polilical inftuence to 

reap benefits became clear in Ihe case 01 

aluminium as well as ura nium wilh the 

Clinlon adminislration and, afier pubhshing 

this book, wi lh steel and tangerines in Ihe 

currenl George W. Bush adminislration, 

Now we see how many have awakened 

from their Valenlian Tangerine Dream 3, 

when Ihey dreaml Ihal Ihey could export 

langeri nes to Ihe Uniled Stales pushing 

aside Calilomia products in honourable 

competition4 . 

The hislory of the USEC, Ihe nalional 

company 01 the Uniled Sta les for uranium 

manulacture for nue/ear power plants is 

one of Ule most slriking chapters in the 

book. The Clinlon adminislra tion had 

oblained an agreement lo "Ium swords in lo 

plowshares" to buy Russian nuclear war 

heads and reprocess them in Ihe Uniled 

States inlo nuclear luel for power planls. 

The agreemenl had as its prime goal lo 

avoid nuclear proli feration in rague 

counlries or Ihe acquisilion 01 uranium by 

terrorisl groups. However, uranium imports 

bolhered nalional induslry. They lried lo gel 

Congress, based on North American Fair 

Trade laws (according lo Sliglilz, Unfair 

trade laws) lo impede imports. The 

si tuation was so serious thal iI proved to 

Ihe Clinton adminishration Ihe necessily of 

changing Ihe laws. However, the 

modifications proposed by Ihe Department 

of Trade and Commerce did not prosper in 

Congress. So, the legislation to prolecl 

national induslry from imports is slill in 

effect in Ihe country Ihal pushes for 

liberalisation on a wortd scale. 11 seems 

thal the Washington Consensus ideolagy is 

more concenlraled on liberalisation 01 

movemenl of capilal and trade in Ihe resl of 

Ihe wortd. The same Ihing happens wilh 

privatisalion. 

The company in cI1arge of reprocessing 

Ihe uranium lrom Ihe Russian wameads 

was USEC. The Treasury department was 

decidedly on Ihe side of privatising and the 

Uniled Slales was lar behind wi lh respeel 

lO the United Kingdom's lron Lady 

(Margaret Thalcl1er). So the Treasury 

Departmenl promotes the privatisation of 

the USEC. 

In Ihe process Ule Russians offered lo 

triple the shipmenls 01 uranium lo 

accelerate the process, but Ihe USEC 

send si/ent money to cover up Ihe offer 

and the rejeclion of il on the USEC's parto 

The reason was that Ihe privatisalion 

process had been aborted. Bul lhe worsl 

came when Ihe privatisation process was 

completed Ihe USEC had to ask for a 

govemmenl subsidy in order not lo put Ihe 

reprocessing agreement In danger. 

According lO Stighlz, Ihis put "na~onal 

security on sale". 11 showed in addition, the 

failure of home privatisation for Ihe 

prescribers of medicine for the rest 01 lile 

worid . With l ime we have also seen the 

failures of Mrs. Thatcher's policies in Ihe 

United Kingdom, when the labour 

govemment is already proposing 

renalionalising priva tised public services, 

whose level 01 benefits has been 

deteriorated by decapitalizalion of 

managing companies. 

In summary, a polemic book, one thal lhe 

FMI has been obligated lo respond to in its 

Monlhly Bulletin5, but also necessary lO 

undersland Ihe ins and ouls 01 Ihe 

globalisation 01 the kitcl1ens of power where 

a wortd level menu is being prepared, 

wilhout tangerines for dessert for Ihe 

momenl, Ihat is leaving a profounc feeling 

of unease even in Ihe advanced sludenls of 

Soulheasl Asia (Soulh Korea, Thailand) and 

LatinAmerica (Argentina). But in 

addiUon il is a very interesting book to lea m 

lo distinguish between eccnomic theory 

(inexacl science) and ideology (political 

eccnomics recipes). To undersland Ihat the 

absolule InJths of market fundamentalists6 

only work for marginal adjustmenls , bul 

Ihal in struclural adjustments you can'l cook 

wilh prefabricated fast food recipes. It is 

necessary to keep citizens, wilh Iheir 

democratically expressed opinions and Ihe 

lunctioning of Iheir instilutions, in mind. The 

wortd is unique, but it is also diverse. 

NOTES 

1.' Kenneth Rogoff, Economic 

Counsellor and Director 01 Research , 

International Monelary Fund, does not 

agree with Sliglilz . In his open lelter on 

the Monthly Bu lletin 01 the FMI he says: 

"Let's look at Stiglilzian prescriptions lo r 

helping a dis tressed emerging market 

deblor, the ideas you pul lorth as 

superior to existing practice . 

Governments typically come to the IMF 

for financia l assistance when they are 

having trouble finding buyers lor Ihei r 

debl and when the value 01 their money 

is lalling. The Stiglilzian prescription is 

to raise the profile of fiscal deficits, Ihat 

is , to issue more debl and to prinl more 

money. You seem to believe that if a 

distressed government issues more 

currency, ils ci tizens wi ll suddenly think 

it more valuable. You seem to believe 

th at when investors are no longer willing 

to hold a government's debl, all that 

needs lo be done 15 to in crease the 

supply and 11 wllI sell I,ke hol cakes We 

at Ihe IMF· no, make Ihal we on the 

Planet Earth·have considerable 

experience sugges ling olherwise We 

earth lings have found that when a 

counlry in fiscal dislress Iries to escape 

by printing more money, innalion rises , 

oflen uncontro llably. Uncontrolled 

innation slrangles growth , hurting Ihe 

entire populace but, especia lly Ihe 

¡ndigent. l he laws of economics 

may be diffe renl in fiscal deficils, Ulings 

generally gel worse inslead of belter". 

2.·Legislation Ihal Iries lo avoid exports 

at prices which are lower Ihan 

production cosls . 

3.·Spain has set ils a llegations againsl 

U.S. prolocol on Ihe import of 

c lemenline lype tangerines. Spain 

defined Ihe allegations based on Ihe 

norms imposed by Ihe Uniled States 

(U .S.) to renew its exports of 

clementines, among which sland 

oul Ihe opening of borders of all North 

American slales. lhe allegations were 

drawn up by represenlatives of the 

Min isl ry of Agriculture (MAPA), Ihe 

Valencian Ag ricu lture Council and 

Inlercilrus, wi th Ihe inlenlion of having 

lhe U.S. renew imports of Spanish 

langerines, which Ilad been suspended 

lhe previous December afler Ihe 

discovery of Medilerranean fruil ny 

larvae in one 01 the shipmenls. lhe 

President of the Spanish Cilrus Grewers 

Associalion, Inlercilrus, Ci rilo A rnandis, 

declared Ihat th ere are three principal 

allegalions Ihat Spain presented for 

Trade Protocol. Inlerci tru s is opposed to 

Ihe U.S. pretensions to: extend by two 

days th e cold Irealment applied during 

transporl of langerines, "since iI is a 

scientifically recognized procedure 

worldwide and we leel il is un lair tha l it 

is only used with this frui!." Secondly, he 

pointed out that once the inspeclion at 

Ihe point of delivery has been carried 

out, Ihe exporters are given guarantees 

Ihat Ihe fru it has not been manipulated, 

since it is presented in open crates. In 

Ihis case, he indicated Ihat if Ihe white 

ny is detected on any tangerine, "the 

aulhorities should lake acti on wilh Ihe 

lot in volved and not with the whole 

ca rgo of the ship which transported it". 

He also asked that the l exas, Arizona, 

Florida, Louisiana and Cal ilornia 

borders be opened; Ihese sta les d id not 

import the Spanish clementine during 

the first year of the campaign , ano th er 

point which Arnandis feels is 

contradiclory because "Ihese sta les will 

receive the Spanish c lemenline under 

stncle r quality controls than wi lh th eir 

own products". He slated his hope thal 

Ihere would be a solulion by the end 01 

year 2002 (Agreinlo, 24/07/02) . 

4.-The California grewers complained 

Ihat the U.S. customs tariff is only 2% 

whereas Ihe va riable E.U. one averages 

20% ayear. lhey acknowledge Ihat Ihe 

Spanish clemenllnes reach the East 

Coasl of Ihe U.S. at Iower prices Ihan 

Ihose of Ihe Califomia products. They also 

have a more attractive presenlation for 

oonsumers. Kam Quartes, Washinglon, 

D.C.·based govemment affairs director for 

Sunkist Growers Inc., Shemlan Oaks, 

Calif., said Europe subsidizes its growers 

through lrade assodations. Find ing oul how 

the money is spenl can be difficul l, he said. 

In Ihe end, those funds unfair1y help 

European growers and exporters, he said. 

"II's is tremendously difficull lor us to 

compete againsl Spanish e/ementines; they 

pack Iheir product in very expensive, 

altraclive boxes and deliver lo Ihe East 

Ceast for less money Ihan we can," he 

said. 'Transportation cosls being what Ihey 

are, they are gelting some assislance." 

Meanwhile, Quartes said, Ihe EU's unfair 

and illegal lariff slructure has cul off U.S. 

produce exports from many of Europe's 

markels. He said Europe was a top market 

for Sunkisl exports 30 years ago bul lhat 

now Ihe cooperative sells virtually nothing in 

Europe. As it added members, he said, lile 

EU bumped up ils commodity lariffs lo 

renecl tlle highest level of any member 

slale, lI1US cI10king off hrade for ilems like 

oranges. He said Spanish clementines face 

onlya 2% U.S. tarilf wll ile Europe's lariff on 

U.S. oranges . variable during Ihe year · 

averages about 20%.(Agroinlo, 24.07.02) 

5.·Available on intemel al: 

hltp:/Iwww.iml.org/exlemaVnp/vcl2002l0702 

02.htm 

6.·Kennelh Ragoff replays en his open 

letter: "Throughoul your book, you behray an 

unrelenting beliel in Ihe pervasiveness of 

market failures, and a slauncl1 convidien 

Ihat govemments can and will make Ihings 

better. You call us "market fundamenlalists." 

We do not believe Ihal rnarkets are always 

perfect, as you accuse. But we do believe 

Ihere are many inslances of govemment 

failure as well and Ihat, on Ihe whole, 

govemment failure is a far bigger problem 

Ihan markel failure in !he developing wortd. 

Bolh Wor1d Bank President Jirn Wolfensohn 

and IMF Managing Director Horsl K6hler 

have frequenlly pointed lo Ihe fundamental 

importance of govemance and institutions in 

developmen!. Again, your alternative medi· 

cines, involving ever·more govemmenl 

inlervention, are highly dubious in many 

real-wortd settings". 
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"KNOWLEOGE IS THE ~ 
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Q) BACKBONE OF FREEOOM" 
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Carmen Iglesias 

c: Direclor 01 lhe "Polilics and ro 
~ 

Conslilucional Sludies 

O Cenler" . 
c: 
~ Head 01 lhe Departmenl lor 

~ Hislory 01 Polilical and Moral 

Ideas 01 lhe Rey Juan Carlos 

Universily. 

Member 01 lhe Royal Academy 01 

Hislory and lhe Royal Spanish Academy. 

The curriculum 01 lhe hislorian Carmen 

Iglesias covers many areas. so many 

lhal il you have nol mel her, you cannol 

imagine lhal she is "so young, yel has 

received so many awards", as menlioned 

by Julián Marias. Bul her balanced 

simplicity is even more surprising . 01 her, 

lhe only lhing lhal is slriking is her 

impressive prolessional career. 

She is clearly al home in lhe palace 

rooms lhal hosllhe Polilics and 

Constilutional Sludies Cenler, 

organizalion she manages since 1996. 

Il is a building lhal is lull 01 hislory, as 

expecled. Her office was lhe bedroom 

01 Godoy, however now looks like a 

slrangely welcoming lemple lor books. 

On lhe desk, samples 01 diverse 

malerials, disorganized bul balanced. 

Carmen Iglesias is one 01 lhe two 

women presenl in lhe Spanish Royal 

Academy (logelher wilh lhe wriler Ana 

Maria Malule): was lhe second lo join 

lhe Hislory Academy and is one 01 lhe 

lew lemale Heads 01 Departmenl in lhe 

Spanish Universily. She delends 

womanhood how she knows best: by lhe 

world 01 ideas, and she is conscious lhal 

she is slill a rare species. Thal is why 

she believes lhal women musl nol loose 

lhe privi leges lhal have laken so many 

cenluries lo eam. 

Head 01 lhe Departmenl lor Hislory 01 

Polilical and Moral Ideas, doclorale in 

Polilical Science and direclor 01 lhe 

Polilical and Conslilulional Sludies 

Cenler, sils in lhe upper case E chair 01 

lhe Spanish Royal Academy lhal was lell 

emply by lhe wriler Gonzalo Torrenle 

Ballesler. We can see she is proud, a 

lew days belore she reads her enlry 

speech and recognises she is honoured 

~y lhe eleclion. 

Bul aboye all olher Ihings, Carmen 

Iglesias likes lo leach Hislory, some 01 

her sludenls are prince Felipe and 

Carmen Iglesias 

princess Crislina. She will mosl 

certainly do il wilh lhal mixlure 01 

seriousness and happiness lhal is 

noliceable in her voice, geslures and 

even her way 01 walking. 

Eidon : You are a "daughter of the 

post-war" and an excellent student, 

what atlracted you to Hislory? 

C. Iglesias: I was lucky lo have good 

leachers early on . This was decisive. 

When I firsl arrived al lhe Universily, I 

lound mysell associaled wilh lhe group 

01 leclurers of Luis Diez del Corral and 

José Anlonio Maravall. I was 1100ked . 

Hislory in lhose days (mid sixlies) was 

quile novel. AII hisloriographic 

knowledge was associa led lo rece ni 

social lrends and in lhe case of Hislory 

of Ideas or Hislory of Thoughl , various 

differenl fields where being covered: 

lileralure, philosophy, art, religion, ... 11 

was a never-ending road lhal made me 

dizzy sometimes, beca use I know lhis 

was never goin9 lo slop. Bul on lhe 

olher hand , il was fascinating. 

11 was a maller 01 underslanding lhe 

evolulion of human beings and lheir 

cullures wilhin processes and angles 

lhal were nol normal. 11 was nol jusi a 

chronological succession 01 facls bul, 

as my leachers used lo say, we had lo 

undersland lhe causes, reasons why, 

gel in lhe shoes of lhe various hisloric 

slages lo undersland lhe reasons lhal 

drove men and women of each period 

lo lake certa in decisions, some of lhem 

even seemed absurdo 

Eidon: II is a very modern 

conception of History that continues 

to be current ... 

C. Iglesias: Yes, especia lly because il 

was nol a slory of a sequence of 

evenls. Allhough I never disliked 

learning lhe lisl of Golhic kings because 

I believe illo be a good memory 

exercise. The lrulh is lhal memory 

wilhoul underslanding means nolhlng, 

bul nol exercising memory is also nol 

good. 

Eidon: What do you remember from 

your University days? 

C. Iglesias: 11 \Vas a difficull period, bul 

when you are young, you face 

everylhing wilh energy. I lived lhe tasi 

years of lhe diclalorship al Universily, 

reallya "weak diclalorship", bullhere 

where conslanl selbacks. The social 

and menlal environmenl was very 

prudish, everylhing \Vas surprising. 

Women had il very difficull , anylhing 

\Vas a scandal. The bad lhing aboul 

diclalorships is lhal everylhing is 

polilical, any normal activily in such an 

aulhorilarian environmenl beco mes 

polilicized. 

However, despile the upselling 

experiences, I have very fond memories 

of lhose times. I was lucky lo find 

friends (1 also wenllooking lor Ihem) 

lhal combined sludying and political 

affilialion, obviously anti-Franco. We 

\Vere young and did nol really know 

whal \Ve wanted, bul \Ve knew very well 

whal we did nol wan!. We also sludied, 

compulsively read everylhing , books 

flowed between friends and were 

discussed in groups. Everylhing was 

very much alive and I have happy 

memories (bul nol wislful ). 

Eidon: As a historian, you have 

focused mainly on the 

Enlightenment periodo What attracts 

you most from those years? What do 

they mean from the point of view of 

the ideas? 

C. Iglesias: When in the early 

seventies, I slarted lo write lhe lhesis 

on Monlesquieu l ean assure you il was 

nol fashionable. 11 seemed like a lolally 

relrograde period, bul once again I 

received lhe support of my leachers. 

For many years I was dedicaled lo 

sludying Greece, as a hobby and also 

beca use my leclures as an assislanl 

leclurer locused on lhe classic world . 

liked il so much lhal I almosl changed 

lo lhe Philology Facully, allhough in lhe 

end I did nol because Diez del Corral 

convinced me lhal lhe Hislory of Ideas 

would be where I could besl combine 

my favourile inleresls. How did I unile 

my passion lor lhe classic Greek wilh a 

more currenl period? The 

Enlighlenmenl had much of some 01 lhe 

Greek ideals and herilage. Also, al lhal 

lime I allended seminars of Science. I 

have always been very inleresled in 

science and lechnical advances, I was 

allracled by lhe idea 01 nalure and 

comparison belween physical and 

human nalure, belween classical world 

and lhe Enlighlenmenl, which we are 

direcl heirs. 

Eidon: Do you think History is 

manipulated in favour of certain 

ideologies? 

C. Iglesias : Unfortunalely lhis is slill 

visible in nalionalism. So me have 

made up a lolally fa lse Hislory, lhe 

facls and documenls are lhere and 

are used and manipulaled shamefully 

in schools for lheir own inleresls. I 

lhink lhal, precisely lhrough 

educalion, is how we could SIOp lhis 

phenomena, bul unlil lhis is achieved 

one or lwo generalions will fall viclims 

of lhal false inlerprelation . 

However, I lend lo believe lhal lhe 

human being is quile resistan!. 11 is a 

kind of cognilive optimismo My 

generalion was also laughl a very 

manipulaled Hislory, and the 

firsl lh ing we did was lo rejecl i!. 

Thal is lhe danger, beca use lhe 

pendulum goes from one end lo lhe 

other. Thal is why I believe lhe 

manipulation lhal certain 

generalions are suffering of lhei r 

Aulonomous Communilies wi ll be 

rejected when lhey learn lheir Hislory 

in deplh . I lrusl ralionalily and 

knowledge. 
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Eidon: Do you Ihink racism and 

fanalism can succeed in Ihe old 

Europe? 

C. Iglesias: Precisely because we are 

conscious of Ihe pasl and the enormous 

cost that Europe had to pay for racist 

and xenophobic ideas, for nazi or 

Stalinist totalitarianism, I believe 

everyone knows thal should not happen 

again. We must be carefu l not to loose 

the freedom earned since the Warld 

War 11 , it must be protected day after 

day. I hope we can achieve inlegration, 

miscegena lion, always starting from 

whal we have achieved so far, no l 

forgelling freedom or Human Rights. 

When these malters are discussed I 

like to remind everyone thal every-time 

autharity "tighlens up". the first people 

to loose out are women . It is not 

acceptable that certain cultures restrict 

women to a grealer or lesser degree. 

Each person inside organizes lheir own 

beliefs, but public life. communitarian 

life has to be guided by Human Rights 

and freedom values that we have 

obtained afler a lot of effort . We 

should not go back. 

Eidon: You are one 01 the lew 

academic women, in your case 

doubly so. As a woman, did you 

have lo overcome many obslacles in 

your career? 

C. Iglesias: There have be en all kinds of 

things. I did not nolice any discrimination 

during my universily studies; bul l have 

suffered many problems in my 

professional career. The fact of being a 

woman in certain cases can favour, bul 

in olhers can be delrimental. Ilhink Ihere 

is always an addilional aggressiveness 

around professional women. Successful 

women are made to look evil. If a woman 

achieves somelhing, people say it is 

because she is overly mbilious. However, 

ambilion in men is well regarded . 

Al presenl. we are nol helped when 

il comes lo combining work and 

family life. I lhink family and social 

policies to facilitale Ihis inlegralion 

must be encouraged. If a woman 

has to dedicate herself to work 

exclusively and also look after a 

family, work doubles. It is very 

difficull to manage everything. 

I believe Ihere are men Ihat are 

already getting involved in family 

life seriously. nol just washing dishes 

every now and then. 

But Ihis has other cosls. Absolule 

wins are nol possible in History. Logically. 

children spend more time in nursery 

schools, or with people alien lo the family. 

Before. the woman was the backbone of 

Ihe fami ly; now the family concepl is 

clearly changing. These are challenges 

Ihal shall be solved by trial-and-error, 

bil by bit. And each generation has to face 

differenl challenges and problems. 

Eidon: Righl now, you are the only 

woman logether wi th Ana Maria Malute 

lo be in the Royal Academy. How do 

you plan lo face your work in Ihe 

Academy? 

C. Iglesias: I hope that if they have 

chosen a historian. the Spanish Academy 

will nol only wanl what I can pro vide from 

the 11isloriographic lexicon perspective. bul 

also from a hislory perspective. The 

combinalion of philologisls, crealors and 

professionals from olher areas, enriches 

Ihe wor!< of an Academy. 

In my entry speech I talk about History and 

Literature as ficlion elemenlS. A subject I 

have found fascinaling for many years. In 

my lectures, I would complete the 

explanation of the various periods of 

history wilh literalure, art or movies. I 

wanted to set fronliers, beca use everything 

is complementary and enriching, allhough 

it is importanl to know whal we can lry and 

what not, and Ihat somelimes literature is 

mixed with reality. 

Eidon: Do you th ink our young have an 

adequale human culture? 

C. Iglesias: No, bul knowing how lo 

combine teaching qualily and number of 

lective hours is not easy. I Ihink it is 

possible, but the key is in mlddle 

education. At University we complain Ihat 

more and more studenls alTÍve that do nol 

know how lo read propeny, because they 

do nol understand wllat they read nar can 

they write. and Ihey are not capable of 

organizing their thoughls in sequence. 

The groups of the very good and the 

groups of the very bad have always been 

a minorily. but Ihe inlerrnediate group (Ihe 

most plentifiul) is Ihe one Ihat has dropped 

most in quality. This is worrying. And the 

key is in middle school. a crucial stage of 

education Ihal has delerioraled. The 

majority of teachers in middle school have 

problematic classrooms. There is no family 

education that existed befare. Some years 

ago, we were educated with a principie: 

"knowledge can never be taken away from 

you". Our parents and grandparents lived 

very dimcult periods and saw how people 

lo sI tlleir fortune and were left witll nolhing 

suddenly. Thal is why we were educaled 

with lhe premise that knowledge is Ihe 

backbone of freedom and nobody can 

take it away from you. That concepl has 

changed. We live in a society with a 

consumer level never seen before and a 

high level of perrnissiveness. Youlh is 

idolized. Youth has suffered a change of 

values . and Ihe postponement of 

salisfaction from recognition, the reward , 

sounds odd. 11 thlnks that any effort has to 

be rewarded immediately. 

On Ihe other hand, I think the young 

people are braver, more supportive , 

sincere and toleranl than before. 

Eidoll: You taughl history to prince 

Felipe and princess Cristina. How doos 

ono leach people whose 

familles are part 01 Hístory? 

C. Iglesias: It has been a privilege. 

I have taughllhem wilh Ihe same spiri t I 

had in the University c1assroom, 

showing Ihe various aspecls and 

nuances 01 History. My teachers 

taughl me lo qualify against any 

kind of Manichaeism and that range 

has been enriched afier many years 

of profession and many sludenls. 

Prince Felipe and Princess Cristina 

have alsc been wonderful students. 

The Prince is very interesled in 

History and is aware 01 new books. 

He himself recently staled that 

"Hislory is like a funnel upside down. 

in Ihe beginning some notions will 

fil in but il gradually expands, 

enrichíng the person the more he 

knows". 
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The word phobia is used to describe 

intense and exaggerated reactions of 

fear. accompanied by behavior that 

avoids actual or anticipated situations 

or objects that do not usually cause 

harm. and that most people can face 

without difficulties. 

This behavior disorder is very frequent 

- around 10% of the population suffers 

sort type of phobia - and causes 

serious relationship problems in 

society. 

Some of the most familiar are 

acrophobia (heigh ts). aerophobia 

(flying). agoraphobia (open or publíc 

spaces). claustrophobia (closed 

spaces). entomophobia (insects). 

socia l phobia. nictophobia (darkness. 

night). ornithophobia (birds) and 

zoophobia (animals). 

To give us more insight into the causes 

of phobias. and their treatment. the 

Foundation for Health Sciences has 

organized the cycle "Living w ith ... .. 

(Thursday 21 November. 7:30 p.m.). in 

which Javier Estivill . from the Center 

for Genomic Regulation. and Miquel 

Roca Benassar. psychiatrist and 

Professor of Psychia try at the 

University of the Balearic Islands. will 

bring us up to date on these 

psychopathological disorders. 

NEWS 

1st INTERACTIVE FORUM FOR 

NEUROLOGY RESIDENTS (FIREN 2002) 

G/axoSmilhKline . in cooperation with 

the Institute for Biomedical Training 

(IFB) of the Foundation for Health 

Sciences. and with the support and 

backing of the Spanish Society of 

Neurology. is organizing the 1 st 

Interactive Forum for Neurology 

Residents (FIREN 2002) in order to 

afford a specific meeting place where 

tomorrow's neurologists can exchange 

and exercise their clínical skills .At the 

forum. participants wi ll work on clinical 

cases from a virtual and interactive 

perspective. both individually and with 

group debates. The PIRAMYOE 

(Medical Reasoning and Clinical 

Assessment Computer Program) 

Program will be used as a training tool 

to guide participants' work on the 

different clínical problems. This tool is 

designed to stimulate Neurology 

Residen ts' diagnostic and clinical 

reasoning skills. facilítating a 

comprehensive assessment of the 

learning process. 

KEYS 

"Thursday 10 October. at 9:30 a.m. 

Conference One or seventeen 

hea lth care models? First Session: 

Proposals for a supportive and 

coordinated Spanish health care 

system. Second session: Are the 

principie of solidarity and regional 

health care management 

compatible? 

"Friday 18 October. 10:30 a.m. (Venue: 

Eurobuilding Hotel). 1st Interactive 

Forum tor Neurology Residents 

(FIREN 2002) . 

"On Thursday 24 October. at 8 p.m .• 

Antonio Pereira will be taking part in 

the Series " On a diffe rent sigh t: 

other vo ices, other environments. 

Science, literature and thought" 

with a tal k on " The wri te r 's gi ft and 

whip" . 

"Tuesday 12 November. at 7:30 p.m. 

Conference Is man just anoth er ani­

mal? What evolutionary can - and 

cannot - say about ourselves . given 

by Steve Jones. within the Series 

Evolution and Genomics. 

"Thursday 21 November. at 7:30 p.m. 

Start of the Series of Lectures "Living 

With ..... on phobias. 
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ei~on proposes to attain the highest 
levels of objectivity and scientific 
equilibrium in its contents, 

ei~on is a publication conceived to 
contribute towards improving societ­
y's knowledge and opinion. in the 
sphere of health sciences, 

The publication of this issue has been 
possible thanks to the sponsorship of 

.. GlaxoSmilhKline 
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